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won her heart; she would ask her husband to place them in
various State offices ; she would try to help them with a
motherly kindness. Yet the most incredible stories were
invented about those deeds of pure altruism. Newspapers
that were unfriendly to the Prime Minister would accuse her
of trying to interfere with the machinery of State by putting
into office people who were entitled to their appointments
solely by the sympathy that the Premier's wife lavished upon
them. Her personal appearance no longer helped her to
popularity. There were still traces of her great former
beauty, but they were overshadowed by a certain careless-
ness in her appearance which made her look heavier than
she actually was.
Although on State occasions she appeared in a flowing
garment that possessed great dignity, in everyday life that
dignity was not always maintained. Her beautiful dark
eyes acquired an expression of dreamy vagueness which was
generally taken for lack of interest. An insignificant detail
of that sort helped to make enemies. Even if conversation
interested her, her expression would become listless, and it
seemed that her thoughts were far away. Her guests would
get the impression that she was not interested, and few
things offend people more than an obvious lack of interest.
Her chin, once so imposing in its determination, became
heavy, without losing its autocratic air. All the peculiarities
of her behaviour became the more striking if her husband
was in the room. No greater contrast could be imagined.
Whereas he would rise from his seat, his face radiating
smiles of pleasure, his hands outstretched in welcome to his
guest, paying compliments and urging the visitor to the
most comfortable chair, Mme Helena would remain seated,
staring vaguely beyond her visitor's head, and would put
out her hand to be kissed, with a gesture which seemed to
some dignified but to others haughty. Such guests who
did not know her intimately would forget during the short
moment of that particular gesture all that they had heard of
her kind heart, her good intentions, her genuine devotion to